Confirmation Class Expectations
Parent/Student Agreement
2025-2026

Commitment and Requirements
We have three Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Eucharist/Penance, and Confirmation. The Catechism describes Confirmation as a deepening of Baptismal gifts.  It says that the Sacrament roots us more deeply in our identity as God's children; unites us more firmly with Christ; increases in us the Gifts of the Holy Spirit; binds us more closely to the Church; and gives us special strength to bear witness to our faith. For your candidate to achieve the Sacrament of Confirmation, the candidate, parents, and sponsor must commit fully to the exploration and preparation for the Sacrament.  
The following commitment is required in preparing for your child to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
· A list of expectations in preparing for this Sacrament
· Information on the Confirmation Retreat
· A calendar of Wednesday classes and events
· The paperwork that needs to be turned in.

The sacrament is celebrated at Sacred Heart with those students who are Junior/Seniors in high school. Those wishing to be confirmed must be baptized, have received the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Communion and show “a sincere desire to know Jesus better, a sufficient understanding of the meaning of Confirmation Sacrament, a willingness to participate in the life of the Church, a desire to deepen their faith through prayer, and be studying with regular attendance at Mass”.  Mass is a vital part of our Catholic Faith; in fact, it is the “source and summit” of what we believe and live.  

Register for the Confirmation Program 
Fill out the Candidate Commitment Form signed by Candidate and Parents/Legal Gurdian(s) today.

Paperwork’s Submission Dates
Candidates (The Confirmation Information Form) due Nov.12, 2025
Baptismal Certificate:
· An official copy of your child’s Baptismal Certificate (including the notation of the Sacrament of First Communion) with the official seal, must be turned into the Faith Formation Coordinator by Nov. 12, 2025. We will make a copy and return the original to you. You may obtain these copies by contacting the church where your child was baptized. 
· When children receive the Sacrament of First Communion, the Church requires this to be officially “notated” on their record of baptism (at the church they were baptized at) by a church official/representative. This is referred to as a “notation” on what is their Sacramental record, having started with their baptism. Many parishes issue separate certificates, if this is the cases, please bring in both (Baptism and First Communion). 
Sponsors (The Sponsor Contact Form) due Nov. 12, 2025 - if you are still looking for a sponsor, please let me know.
A Confirmation sponsor is a mentor who is expected to guide the Confirmation candidate and share the story of their faith with the candidate. Choosing a sponsor early during Confirmation preparation will help the candidate in making the best choice by giving them an example and someone to talk to about this choice.
· Your candidate’s sponsor must be a confirmed Catholic, at least 18 years old and be practicing members of the Church. Going to Mass every weekend and Holy day of Obligation. Frequenting the Sacrament of Reconciliation (at least once a year for serious sins). Fasting and abstaining on appointed days. Obeying the laws of the Church.
· Who has already received all the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation in the Catholic Church. 
· If your sponsor is married, was married according to the laws and teachings of the Catholic Church
· [bookmark: 5L][bookmark: 5O][bookmark: 5P][bookmark: 5Q][bookmark: 5R][bookmark: 5T]not be bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared; 
· Parents are not allowed to be sponsors of their own children, although godparents are permitted and encouraged.  The sponsor must be able to interact with the candidate on a regular basis.  
· Sponsors are welcome to attend the classes, but it is not mandatory.
· Please report the full name and contact information of your sponsor using the attached form. 
· Please choose your sponsor carefully and talk with them often during your Confirmation preparation. 
· Candidate & Sponsor Session, Jan.12, 2025 in class.


Letter of Intent to the Bishop

The Bishop of the Diocese of Green Bay request that all candidates who wish to be confirmed will write a letter of intent. This letter is then sent to Bishop Ricken to read. He does read these letters. They need to be typed in a business letter format (see the sample). 
The first draft is due Dec. 3, 2025. The final draft of the letter is due Jan. 14, 2026.


Saint Name and Report

· At Confirmation, candidates traditionally choose a canonized saint to be their patron. At the ceremony itself, they will be referred to by this name, signifying the profound change that the sacrament brings about the candidate’s full participation in the Communion of Saints.
· Candidates will answer and submit the packet on their chosen Confirmation Name.  The essay will include distinguishing characteristics and/or virtues of the saint, why they chose the saint and how we can become a better Christian by imitating the qualities of the saint.  Saint Name should be selected, each candidate must submit the Confirmation Name Packet by Feb. 4, 2026, which can be printed out or emailed.


Session Attendance:

· Candidates are expected to attend each Confirmation session and a retreat as well as one interview. 
· If the candidate cannot attend a session, the Confirmation Coordinator must be notified via email. They will have make-up work that they will have to do that will be sent out via email. Candidates are responsible for making- up work for any sessions they have missed in a timely fashion and should submit the make-up work to the Confirmation Coordinator.
· The Diocese of Green Bay requires all students to have Virtus Training.  This is mandatory training that everyone must complete, this training will help provide a consistent Safe Environment Foundation for our children.  Confirmation Preparation will complete the training on November 19. The lesson plan is located on the Diocese of Green Bay website under the Protecting Our Children tab. https://www.gbdioc.org/ 

Prayers: 
· See Confirmation Guide each candidate is expected to know before receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. It is their responsibility to work on these prayers outside of class.

Interview:
Candidates will be expected to have interview with the pastor at some point towards the end of the process. The date will be announced later.

Service-Based Experiences
The candidates are expected to fulfill a 15-hour service requirement this year. This includes attending youth events and completing the Virtus training class that is scheduled for Nov. 19. 
The Confirmation class will lead the Youth Mass on December 14, 2025.

Diocese of Green Bay Events for Youth in Summer
Please consider allowing your Youth to attend the Steubenville Youth Conference next year’s summer.   
· Steubenville Youth Conference is a high-energy youth conference where thousands of teens are invited to encounter Jesus Christ through dynamic speakers, engaging music, the Sacraments, small group discussions, and fellowship with other teens. The Steubenville STL Mid- America Conference is an outreach of Franciscan University in partnership with the St. Louis Archdiocesan Office of Youth Ministry. Two conferences are held every year in July and take place on the campus of Missouri State University in Springfield, MO. 2026 Conference dates July 10-12 & July 17-19, 2026 The conference will awaken the youth’s faith and set their hearts on fire through personal encounters with Jesus.  I encourage all our Confirmation Candidates to take the opportunity to attend next year. Next summer might be the last chance to attend the Conference before they are off to college. 
Chaperones are welcome to attend if they complete Virtus training.

Youth Night
On the calendar of Faith Formation are listed “Youth Nights”.  These are the nights set aside for the Youth Ministry program.  Children that are in grades 7-12 are highly encouraged to attend these nights.  This is to include the confirmation students.  The Youth Program is a chance to have fun, participate in church activities, raise funds for summer retreats to include Steubenville Youth Conference, and help the community.  The children are welcome to bring their friends as well even not catholic.
There will be nights set aside for special youth events that will be named later.  We will send out the information when the dates get nearer.   

Events for Youth (Sacred Heart & Diocese)
· Fall Fellowship Day – Sat. Nov. 8,2025, 8:30am-4:00pm at Sacred Heart Parish.  This is a required event for Faith Formation and Confirmation students and families. It’s free but registration is required, please register on website. Please see flyers.
Please fill up the Medical Information and Parental/ Gurdian Consent Form/ Liability Waver. This is a requirement through the Diocese of Green Bay.

If you have any questions, please contact the Confirmation Catechists at class or via email:
Dn. Dan Koszalinski dan.koszalinski@icloud.com, John Bishop john.w.bishop@gmail.com , and Ms. Carrie Paine painecmjsd@gmail.com  .

Also contact the Confirmation Coordinator, Debecca Olson, religioused@sacredheartappleton.com.  Sacred Heart Parish 222 E. Fremont St. Appleton, WI 54915. Tel. 920-739-3196 ext139

The entire faith community staff is available to answer any questions and to work with each candidate and their family to fully prepare them for the Sacrament of Confirmation.













